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elaborate recall network had been es- 
;■ tablished in Jran^l^it^si^ 
nidations linking it all together. 

1 For example Sources said, the 50 to 
UM^riendlies” ijaf ilt^a ted^^. i nto - Ll ^ ai1 
in advance pf the rescue attempt were 
Ordered to spre ad the mselves out all 
ailong the . advance / route front' the 
Blue Light’ teams Vmouhtaih "liidea- 
way east of Tehran to the embassy 
compound itself. The friendlies in- 
cluded U.S. military specialists and' in- 
tellegence operatives, l ^ . 

As thfe-- Commarides&^ 



' minute checkpoint before r acing i nt o 
tbe:embassyt ^ ^ 

The -troPperspcomma^ by \ Col. 
Charlie Beckwith , 1 were ' gOingfio 
- thru st iiito' thd ehibasS $/l ike a stilleto , 
not a broad sword. The plan' depended 
-rondspeed, .stealth - and «dealdly- ? ''-rnarks- 
•manship, not- om seme super-dufjefr se- 
veret weapon like knock dut^a^;? 

^ v ‘The' Blue •'Light;* cofamandds were 
& ^ofng to’ kill or subdue tfte guards and 
’Herd thef hostages to a predesignated 
Rescue' r poiri^iwfiefe 
\ from the' ■ mpuritaintop 1 . " 



r . . r _,_ , _ ? .... ... aeaway 

. , city in; innocent-looking trucks and would swoon down a'nd fly them! atyay 
buses- mixed in with the night traffic, * to the. C 130 s,>hich were waiting west 

TrihVi/ilinc umrn cimrtricnH tn: lroon iiL>C a'UW 'V-'’ ** u ■ ‘' , **'*" ' - 



the friendlies were supposed ^ to .keep ^pf the city 
track of them and Iranian^ ^fcurity 
forces every step of the Way 
At the first sign that the' cover 'of 
the mission had been blowH; the Bide 
Light commanders would, learn about 
it f r 6m friendlies plugged i^ito , the 
elaborate warning system^- TRPri-ijSe 



calling everything off. / ; > 
calling everyting off. ’ 

if t.hp 90 - Blue Light Commandds 
reached Tehran undetected, they 
would have been assembled in a ware- 
house in the city staked out as a last- 



tiic city. ' t »Unr> •- e { 

Blue LightV^' hapd-picked. "sharp 
s Shooters were ? amed v with > 745 ' pistols 
with 1 silencers ahd; :: M : l^ ; rto<es?-.. These 
sharpshooters were sd accurate, one 
* Source said, that' during training Beck 
.filyith ;and^/a'cviafli^^(mihmahd^ bf a 
West ■ German'. Uiiti-terrOrist ''-outfit 
once'; confidently sat between target 
- silhouettes while r the ^Commandos 
blasted away with their weapons. 

. . r If Beckwith j needed . outside ^ ; help 
during the. embassy takeover, he Could 
have called; in C130 transports "armed 
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'^witfti m|iChine^ guni a^d 10-niilllimeter ^ a s$r^us|iailure of the TesCue bpera- 
/cannon^ *;:; "X V: V j;.. jf p., ^.tionj^h^dea wa^ tp^tick to a rescue 



'** The planes^ crews were trained to 
orbit in the night sky over the em- 



—mission mid nob to undertake actions 
that could have inflamed the whole 



' bassy, “hosing down-: the streets,” \^.v yregiop^an^ into 

• c 6ne^ui?ce-'‘ptrt-li, to stop' any ifariiW^^Sb^iet'hlifed#^ & * v>A * 



forces that might have tried to stop 
the rescue. r v ; hi £*T 

///Another C130; crew; was ready to or- 
;; bit . oyer the Tehran airport, "‘blasting 
the runways * to • stop any /Iranian 
•/Tighter planes which tried to take off 
’ from ther e t s 

Far to the south, in the Arabian sea 
/ .apd Gulf of Oman, the. aircraft c.arri- 
, .ers Nimitz and Coral Sea had tricky 
Assignments,! tod. Some. ’ of. ‘their war 
planes were prepared to make a feint 
at bombing Iranian oil fields at the 
; head of the Persian Gulf/’ while others 
would protect the C 130s- arid Ci4ls fly- 
;ihg out of Tran to : Egypt with their 
load of • hostages, commandos and per- 
f haps a few of the friendlies. ; c j * ; - 
/ - /•/ yrider that option, which might not 

• have been exercised at all if the em- 
'basiSy takeover went smoothly. Navy 
^ AT' * *' : fighter-bombers ; would ‘ have 

feinted a bombing raid on the oil 
v fields while F4 and F14 fighters would 
" have provided the protective “cap” for 
? the departing transports; ' Presumbly 
arty ‘Iranian planes which got aloft 
- would have raced south to defend the 
■^oilfields; f .? v-- <i: 

Officials stressed that the warplane 

• option? was* defensive in nature . and 

• hot part ?■ of i ' any offensive strike 
against Iran. Indeed, sources say the 

• ‘plan .‘r did ^ not include any puriitife 
raids against Iran even in thC event of 
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Officials said it would . have been 
too difficult tp .try; to launch any siza- 
ble forcd of fighter-bombers over Teh- 
ran from the carriers. This would 
have : required mid-air refueling at 
;; night since, ? when loaded, these war- 
planes have a combat radius of only 
abput $00' miles. ;/ y '//'*; 
t . ; r f b’eV Joint . Chiefs., opted for . going 
fast arid light, counting on ; speed and 
.^surprise |or success. This, decision, 
sources', sfeid,' resulted., m paring down 
elements, of one of .the, many; prelimar- 
. I ary ' drafts of . the rescue , plan finally 
.implemented by Carter., '. • . ... ; / 
Planners anticipated" that several 
Nayy RH53 helicopters would fail in 
the two ipng^ hops frqrii the Nimitz in 
the Gulf of Omari. tQ . the mountaintop 
hideaway east df 

miles. Some planners early on recom- 
mended up to 12 to 14 helicopters in- 
stead of the eight decided upon. 

/•' /Although they are riot saying so 
/ publici^^riiany military officers now 
fault the final plan as “too thin,” rest- 
ing on too many unrealistic 'asSuriip- 
r tions.. Some contend the obstacles most 
likely would 'have gotten' worse,' not 
/ better/ as the : Blue /Light team pro- 
ceeded beyond Desert One, the refuel- 
ing ’site •;dob "miles inside Iran, toward 
The - embassy. They complain of too 
few “wprst case” protective features 
> ;iri' , thri^larihirig; ’ :, V j 



